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Wetlands constitute a large part of the county’s 
natural environment and are a significant biodi-
versity pool. 

The Capacity Building on Con-

servation of ALbanian WETland 
Ecosystems (ALWET) was fi-
nanced by EC/LIFE and imple-
mented by ECAT Tirana and the 
Greek Biotope/Wetland Centre 
(EKBY) over a time span of three 

years.  

The objective of the project was to built capaci-
ties, transfer know-how, and establish the basis 
for the maintenance of national wetland archives 
in Albania. 

The ALWET project was implemented in the 
wake of the Inventory of Albanian Wetlands1 and 

represented the first effort in Albania to inventory 

wetlands at habitat level. 

Assessment of the current 

status  
ALWET prepared a Training Needs Analysis, 
whose objective was to determine the current and 
desired knowledge and capacities for Albanian 

scientists to prepare wetland inventories us-
ing information technology such as 

remote sensing, databases, and 

GIS. The training design was 
based on the Training Needs 
Analysis results and conclu-
sions. 

The Assessment Report for the 

Adaptation of the MedWet Inventory Method used 
the results obtained from the questionnaire 
“Adaptation of the MedWet Inventory Method.” 

The report concluded that while it was unlikely 
that in the near future Albania would embark on a 
massive and systematic wetland mapping exer-
cise, efforts should be made to secure a steady 

Wetlands are ecosystems identified by the 

presence of water at some point during the 

year, which creates a unique environment 

with hydric soils and specially adapted 

plants and animals. 

Wetlands are increasingly recognized as 

important features of the natural 

environment. Some of the functions of the 

wetlands include protecting and improving 

water quality, providing fish and wildlife 

habitats, storing floodwaters, and maintaining 

surface water flow during dry periods. In 

addition, wetlands provide recreational 

opportunities, aesthetic benefits, sites for 

research and education, and commercial 

fishery benefits. 

Mima, M., E.N. Fitoka, and F. Bego (eds.). 2003. Inventory of 
Albanian Wetlands. ECAT Tirana and Greek Biotope/Wetland 
Centre (EKBY). Thermi, Greece. 



flow of information into e centralized wetland da-
tabase, hosted in structures closely related to the 
Ministry of Environment. The report recom-
mended that the latter should formalize the re-

quest that all information on wetland related pro-
jects is structured according to MedWet stan-
dards. 

ALWET proposed an institutional arrangement for 
the maintenance of the wetland archives in Alba-
nia representing a three-tier structure. The first 
level entails the Ministry of Environment, Forests, 

and Water Administration. It will set political, leg-
islative, and administrative framework for mainte-
nance of the wetland archives. At the second 
level an assistant body with the technical capaci-
ties to carry out the process will oversee the flow 

of information from different sources to a central 
database, assist inventory exercises and secure 
the adaptation of MedWet prototype, manage 
inventory archives for the status and trends 
analysis and for producing reports. At the third 

level providers of information— all organizations 
that hold wetland archives of any kind and which 
possibly are able to launch inventory projects—
will feed the central database in close collabora-
tion with the assistant body.  

This arrangement will increase the quality and 
accessibility to data, benefiting wetlands manage-
ment, conservation and research. 

ALWET set up a network of institutions con-

MedWet Inventory System was developed as a 

standard methodology for wetland inventory in 

the Mediterranean Region by Instituto da 

Conservação da Natureza (ICN) and Wetlands 

International. Mapping procedures were 

developed by The Greek Biotope / Wetland 

Centre (EKBY)  

A set of MedWet inventory tools has been 

developed, including a reference manual with 

the theoretical approach, standard datasheets, 

a habitat classification system, a mapping 

procedure and a database (MedWet Database) 

for storing the inventory data.  

This methodology has been used in a number 

of MedWet projects and in other wetland 

inventory projects (Portugal, Greece, France, 

Slovenia, etc.). 



cerned with wetland management and conserva-
tion all using the same protocols and MedWet 
database. Since the MedWet method is used for inventorying of wetlands sharing of data within 

the network and with other organizations in the 

Butrinti has an outstanding landscape value 

with a high variety of natural, semi-natural 

and artificial habitats. These include oak 

woodland, typical Mediterranean maquis, the 

brackish lake of Bufi (Rreza), the saltwater 

lagoon of Butrinti, salt marshes of Alinura, a 

rocky limestone coast, the outlets of the 

Bistrica and Pavllo rivers, open halophytic 

lands and arable lands. 

In 1948, following fifteen years of 

archaeological excavations (1928-1943), the 

main site of Butrint was designated as an 

Albanian Cultural Monument. In 1992, 

UNESCO approved the nomination of the 

main site as a World Heritage. 

In 2002, Butrinti was designated as Ramsar 

Site. 

The Prespa lakes region comprises two lakes 

split by a narrow land strip and surrounded by 

mountains. The basin has no surface outflow 

with the Small Prespa flowing into Big 

Prespa, which in turn flows into the Ohrid 

Lake basin via subterranean channels and 

from there to the Adriatic Sea. 

Small Prespa Lake in particular has been 

recognized as an important wetland ecosystem 

favoring breeding and feeding of rare water 

bird species. It is best known for hosting the 

largest breeding colony of the Dalmatian 

pelican in the world. The flora in the region is 

composed of more than 1,500 plant species of 

which 146 endemic species in the Lake Ohrid 

and 39 endemic species from the Prespa 

Lakes. 



Mediterranean would be possible. 

Training 
The project trained 35 scientists on inventory and 
mapping issues and data management and GIS. 

These were areas where the expertise was found 
to be scarce. Selected scientists received training 
on the use of the training package developed un-

der the ALWET project. They will spearhead the 

MedWet initiative in Albania.  

All training materials were conveniently assem-
bled in a single training package — “Wetland In-

ventory Using Information Systems.” The pack-

Lakes of Dumre represent a unique wetland 

complex site of the country, composed of 85 

individual lakes, being one of the most 

characteristic and important sites of Albania’s 

wetlands. They are situated on a karstic hilly 

plain of Dumre, southeast of Elbasani district. 

The area is distinguished for its unique 

combination of natural and historical and 

archeological values. Two lakes, respectively 

Seferani Lake and Dega Lake (Dumre) are 

designated as nature monuments. 



age contains an impressive array of information 
related to wetlands, which should useful for a 
number of institutions and organizations related 
to wetlands or individual scientists.  

The revamped version of the MedWet database 
developed under the ALWET project was de-
ployed at the Ministry of Environment, Forests, 
and Water Administration, five educational and 
research institutes, and two nongovernmental 
bodies. The new version incorporated ArcObjects 
to provide GIS functionality.  

Pilot Application 
Under the project, Butrinti, Prespa, and Dumre 

pilot sites were inventoried at catchment, site and 
habitat levels using the MedWet methodology. In 
contrast, the 2002 Inventory of Albanian Wet-

lands included catchment area and wetland sites 
only. 

The pilot application produced inventory archives 
of MedWet format for the three wetland sites and 

wetland maps of the sites and their catchments. 
The same protocols that were used in the inven-
tory of the project areas at habitat level may be  

ALWET provided opportunity for outlining the 

next steps for promoting wetlands 

conservation in Albania: 

• Consultations for the establishment of an 

Albanian Wetland Centre.  

• Further development of information 

systems to support the management and 

dissemination of environmental data, and 

to facilitate networking of bodies and 

individuals working in the field of wetland 

conservation.  

• Continuous updating of knowledge of 

methods and technological developments 

as regards wetland inventory, assessment 

and monitoring and other fields of 

wetland management and conservation.  

• Promotion of the use of the training 

package as a means to assist the 

organization of national inventories in 

other Mediterranean countries.  



replicated elsewhere. In contrast, the 2002 Inven-
tory of Albanian Wetlands included catchment 
area and wetland sites only 

The pilot application provided the opportunity to 

make use of other ALWET results since (i) the 
work was carried out by Albanian scientist that 
had been trained in the ALWET training courses, 
(ii) the GIS Unit established within ECAT Tirana 
through the ALWET project organized the inven-
tory process and used remote sensing sources, 
GIS, and the MedWet database to compose the 

wetland maps and store the inventory data, and 
(iii) the inventory data was stored in the new ver-
sion of the MedWet database 3.0.1. 

Dissemination 
The activities of ECAT Tirana reached a wide 
audience through meetings, publications, leaflet, 
posters, and presentations at international meet-
ings such as the extraordinary 2005 MedWet 
Committee meeting. Project activities have been 

reported through a number of publications and 
EKBY and ECAT Tirana web sites. 

The project incited the interest of local authorities, 
representatives of prefectures, park administra-
tions and NGOs in inventories of their respective 
wetlands, the MedWet method used of the inven-

tory of each site and GIS applications. They laid 
importance to project efforts towards increasing 
awareness of wetland issues. 

Habitat maps and reports for each specific project 
prepared under the ALWET project in combina-
tion with other data will help the decision-makers 
and local authorities with the management and 

conservation of the respective wetland sites. In-
troducing the data and results of analysis for their 

areas and the exchange of experiences which 
took place in meetings organized in project areas 
would be important for the sustainable manage-
ment of the wetlands concerned.  

The ALWET technical publication (Fitoka and 
Hatziiordanou, 2006) presented to the scientific 
community, national administration and other in-
terested bodies information the technical aspects 
of the project methods and its results to benefit 
from this experience when planning similar exer-
cises. 

ECAT Tirana (Environmental Center for 

Administration and Technology) was established in 

1995 with the support of the EC LIFE Third 

Countries, German Federal Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Nature Conservation and Environmental 

Protection of the Land of Thueringen, Germany, and  

the Albanian Ministry of Health and Environment. 

ECAT Tirana is an independent non-profit 

organization  

The center has served as an advisory and consultative 

body for the Albanian Ministry of the Environment. 

ECAT Tirana has acted as the beneficiary in seven 

LIFE-TCY projects and a partner in five. In addition, 

ECAT Tirana has managed a number of programmes 

and projects funded by PHARE, World Bank, UNDP, 

EC Synergy, UNEP/MAP, UNICEF, GEF, 

INTERREG IIIB CADSES NP, German government, 

Greek Government. 

The Greek Biotope/Wetland Centre (EKBY by its 

Greek initials) was established in 1991 by the 

Goulandris Natural History Museum with European 

Community funding and the support of the Greek 

Ministry of the Environment, Physical Planning and 

Public Works and the Worldwide Fund for Nature 

(WWF). EKBY is a non-profit organization based in 

the prefecture of Thessaloniki and is operating as an 

autonomous body under the steering of the Goulandris 

Museum.  


