The
importance
of Albanian
wetlands:

All:u:lnin is one of the Maditerranean
countries whara weflond ecosystems ara
represented by o very rich network of wetland
oreas. Along the coostline of fhe country there
are many ecosystems of significance such os
lagoons, sand dumes, river outlats, riporian
terasts. Tha coastal orea is also noted for o
rich and diverse hydrogrophic network
compased by many rivers ond river oullets.
WMoreowver, in the inland Albanion territony
numercus lokes, sither natural or artificial and
o dense hydrogrophic network provide high
wetland diversity.

Those wetlends suppart a high biologicel
richriess, espaciolly in ferms of gome hirds.
Thus, marine habitofs represent some of the
few =till remaining notural hobitaks in the
Mediterranean, Such habilals compase o very
imparant site for numerous animal species
such os fish, amphibians ond reptiles, nesfing
birds and mammals. Many of those species
that compose an impartant part of the notural
hertage are Globally Threatened, That
indicates the imporoncs of conservation of
the biodiversity in Albania's wetlands.
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Capacity Building
on Conservation of
Albanian Wetland Ecosystems




The ALWET project
general and
Specific Objectives:

Thva inventory of a country's
wetlands s o bosic prarequisita for

their conservation and wise use. The

peneral AWET project abjective is
te buill capocities, fransfer knew.
how and estabfish the basis for the
maintanance of nafional watland
orchives in Albonio. The spacific
objectives are:

" T build capacities af

Albanian scientists imvolved in

welland imventory and
electronic data management

through" :

* fhe elaboration of three training

seminars ond

* the production of o troining
pockage on the application of the
MedWet method for inventarying

wetlond sites, on dota management

using dotoboses ond on the use of
mademn fechnology fools
[Geographic Informaotion Systems-
IS ond Remote Sensing] for

* to support the confinuation,

in the future, of wetland
invantory and dato
managemenl efforts in
Albania, through the

training of future trainars;

* to opercte o Dato
Boses and GIS

depariment at ECAT
Tirang, 1o serve as a
naticnal focal point
for the maintenance
of welland archives;

* fo apply the MedWet
Wetland Inventony
mathad in thres pilot
sifes, creote o Dato Bose
and Gi5 archive ond
praduce hobitot mops,

* to install the MadWet
dotobose sottwaore of
naticnal bodies;

* to roise the public
oworeness for the

wetland consarvotion and

Pilot sites where the MedWet Wetland
Inventory method will be applied

ran war e s s won Dumrea Lakes
' reprasant a uniqua wetland
complex site, composed of B5
individuel lokes. They hove been
the subject of severs
inferventions ond domages in
the last decades, due to lack of
lagol protection, monagement
and law envirenmental
WCeness,

Small Prespa Lake
is on imporfant wethand
ecosystem, favoring breeding
and feeding of rare waoter hird
specias. Bast known for hosting
the largest breeding colony of
fhe Dolmafion pelican in the
world. It is the first ecologically
profected aren in the Balkans
running across diffarent

countries.

Butrinti Lake
4 represents o unigue wetlond site
in the Mediterranean Region

housing a wide variety of

promote the importance of
mainigining notional wetland

onalyzing and interpreting inventory hobitats and species. It is an

dala and ler producing thematic importont economic resaurce for

more thon BOOO inhabitants ond
o focws for taurism as well.

archives as a NEQSSE0NY MEQns
to that and.




